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Maryland Scientist Charged with Attempted Espionage
Last month we shared news about the conviction of a former Department of Defense official for espionage.  Later in the month, similar charges were filed against a Maryland scientist, who once worked in varying capacities for the Department of Energy, the Department of Defense and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. In the complaint, David Nozette is charged with attempted espionage for knowingly and willfully attempting to communicate, deliver, and transmit classified information relating to the national defense of the United States to an individual that Nozette believed to be an Israeli intelligence officer.  “The FBI is committed to protecting the nation’s classified information and pursuing those who attempt to profit from its release or sale,” said Assistant Director in Charge Joseph Persichini. The complaint does not allege that the government of Israel or anyone acting on its behalf committed any offense under U.S. laws in this case.
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WFO Personnel Awarded Attorney General and Director Award 
Two Special Agents and one Intelligence Analyst from WFO were honored recently for their work with a prestigious Attorney General’s Award, which is among the highest honors that can be achieved by an FBI employee at all levels of service. The AG Excellence in Information Technology Award was presented to Intelligence Analyst Heather Gordon who developed and deployed the FBI’s Innocence Lost database. The AG Award for Distinguished Service was presented to Special Agents Brian Smith and Paula Ebersole for their work on the investigation into corrupt payments by Siemens AG.  In addition, 33 Special Agents, Intelligence Analysts and scientists assigned to the WFO were honored on October 28 with distinguishing awards at the 2009 Director’s Award Ceremony which honor outstanding contributions and exceptional service to the FBI. WFO personnel were presented awards for: Distinguished Service to the Law Enforcement Community: 2009 Presidential Inauguration; Excellence in Investigation; Outstanding Counterintelligence Investigation; Outstanding Cyber Investigation; and, Outstanding Scientific Advancement. 
MS-13 Gunman Sentenced to 80 Years for Attempted Murder
On October 30, Dennis L. Gil Bernardez, 33, of Landover, Md., the gunman in an MS-13 shooting, was sentenced to 80 years in prison for attempting to murder rival gang members at a park in Reston, Va. His accomplice, Jose M. Aguilar Orantes, 18, of Reston, Va., who provided the firearm, was sentenced to 55 years in prison for his role in the attempted murders. After the shooting, a third member Carlos B. Guzman Cruz, sold the .357 handgun that Bernardez used in the shooting to a person in Richmond, Va., with the understanding that the gun would be hidden in an auto frame and shipped out of the country.  Unbeknownst to Cruz, the person to whom he sold the gun was an FBI informant posing as an MS-13 gang member. Cruz, 25, of Richmond, Va., was sentenced to 144 months in prison.
D.C. Lobbyist Indicted for Conspiring to Violate Sudanese Sanctions 
Robert Cabelly was indicted on October 27 in the District of Columbia on charges of conspiracy to violate the Sudanese sanctions regulations acting as an unregistered agent of a foreign power. Cabelly, who was with a Washington, D.C. consulting firm and a former State Department employee, is alleged to have performed work on behalf of the Republic of Sudan, a country currently on the State Department’s State Sponsors of Terrorism list, without the approval of the U.S. government.  The charges against him allege that in an effort to make money, Cabelly brokered business contracts and transactions benefiting Sudan.  He also allegedly provided Sudan with U.S. government information that was sensitive and controlled, all the while, misrepresenting to U.S. officials the nature of his relationship with Sudan. If convicted, he faces up 20 years in prison on each of Sudanese Sanctions Regulations count, 20 years for money laundering count, 10 years for passport fraud, and five years each for conspiracy and false statement counts.
Department of Defense Employee Convicted of Stealing Fuel in Iraq
Robert Young, a former captain in the U.S. Army, was sentenced for his participation in a scheme to steal fuel worth approximately $24 million from the U.S. Army in Iraq.  Between October 2007 and May 2008, Young and his co-conspirators, purportedly representing Department of Defense contractors in Iraq, used fraudulently-obtained documents to enter the Victory Bulk Fuel Point in Camp Liberty, Iraq, and presented false fuel authorization forms to steal aviation and diesel fuel for subsequent sale on the black market.  Young admitted receiving approximately $1 million in personal profits from the theft scheme. Young was sentenced to 94 months in prison.
Former Maryland ROTC Teacher Pleads Guilty to Sex with Student 
On October 19 Mark Allen Jackson, of Alexandria, Va., pleaded guilty to traveling across state lines to have sex with a high school student. In a statement filed with his plea, Jackson admitted that he was an ROTC instructor at Charles Herbert Flowers High School in Springdale, Md., and that he became acquainted with a female student in 2007.  In approximately August 2008, Jackson became the student’s ROTC instructor.  On several occasions, when the student was 16 and Jackson was her ROTC instructor, Jackson picked the student up from her house in Maryland and drove her to his apartment in Virginia, where he engaged in sexual intercourse with her. Jackson faces a maximum penalty of 30 years in prison when he is sentenced in January 2010.
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