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Gold Burglars Pleaded Guilty in Northern Virginia
Last month Melinda Marie Soto and her husband Dagoberto Ramirez-Soto, both of New York, pleaded guilty to conspiring to steal at least $500,000 worth of gold and other valuables from 37 residences in Northern Virginia and then transporting the stolen property to New York.  Ramirez-Soto, Soto and a third person, Francisco Gray who is still at large, agreed to travel to Northern Virginia to burglarize residences belonging to South Asians, whom they believed kept large amounts of gold in their homes. Ramirez-Soto admitted that he located names and residences of potential victims, posed as a service man when approaching target residences, and then broke into the home. If no one answered he then would search the residence for gold, jewelry, computers and other property. Soto admitted that she booked motel rooms to stay in, helped to locate names and residences of potential victims, and monitored police scanners as the burglaries were carried out. They then transported the property to New York, where they sold it. Ramirez-Soto and Soto face a maximum penalty of five years in prison when they are sentenced on Dec. 3, 2010. The WFO assisted the Fairfax County Police Department and Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office in this investigation.  
Ashburn Realtor Sentenced for Bank Fraud
Jorge Cidar Mendez Chavez, a real estate agent from Ashburn, Va., served an important role in a mortgage fraud conspiracy which continued from the summer of 2007 through the end of 2008. Last month he was sentenced to 27 months in prison and ordered to pay restitution of $1,688,400 for his role in this conspiracy to commit bank fraud. The scheme involved at least seven properties and fraudulent loans of almost $6 million. Chavez helped straw buyers provide false information to financial institutions and private commercial lenders including, false employment, salary and asset information.  Chavez created, maintained or controlled two businesses, Intellitech-US and Cercig, Inc., to corroborate the false information. Chavez also worked with Fidelino Ferrufino, an individual who recruited straw buyers in an unrelated conspiracy. Ferrufino was convicted after a three week trial in August 2010.  
Uniform Crime Report for 2009 Released
Last month the FBI published the 2009 Uniform Crime Report (UCR) which provides a reliable set of crime statistics for use in law enforcement. The report also provides the public with information on the fluctuations in the level of crime from year to year. The UCR is a nationwide cooperative effort of city, county, college and university, tribal, and state law enforcement agencies who voluntarily report on crimes that are brought to their attention. There were 17,985 agencies that participated in the UCR that covered the 12-month calendar year of 2009.  To review the 2009 UCR click here.   
DID YOU KNOW?
This week WFO assisted the San Juan Field Office to make arrests in the largest public corruption investigation in FBI history. More than 750 Special Agents from all over the country descended on Puerto Rico to carry out an operation that arrested more than 130 subjects, the majority of them police officers, who are alleged to have aided in drug trafficking. "FBI agents conducted 125 undercover drug transactions between July 2008 and September 2010," said Attorney General Eric Holder. WFO sent 31 people to support San Juan in carrying out the arrest warrants, including 21 SWAT team members, 3 medics, 2 Rapid Deployment Team members, 2 electronic technicians and 3 Tactical Operations Center specialists. To learn more about this operation and see pictures click here.
WFO Leadership Holds the Line
As one door closes, two new open. This month the WFO welcomes two new Special Agents in Charge (SAC). Debra Evans Smith joins WFO as SAC for Administration having previously served as Special Assistant to FBI Director Robert Mueller. Also, coming from the FBI Headquarters’ Inspection Division, Ronald Hosko will serve as SAC for WFO’s Criminal Division. The WFO bid farewell to Assistant Director in Charge Shawn Henry who was called by the Director to fill the number four position in the FBI, Executive Assistant Director of the Criminal, Cyber, Response, and Services Branch. Before departing from WFO Mr. Henry spoke to employees about his appreciation for those in law enforcement who have the courage to protect and defend our country’s freedom. He gave a plaque to WFO that states: “There’s a line between good and evil in this country, and we’re standing on it… hold the line!” The Director is expected to name Mr. Henry’s replacement by the first of the year. SAC John G. Perren has been named Acting Assistant Director in Charge of WFO.
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