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WFO Task Force Members Plays Pivotal Role in Capture of Alleged Serial Killer
When Leesburg Police Department (LPD) contacted the WFO's Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) on August 8 to help investigate three separate knife attacks on African-American and Latino men, plenty of groundwork had already been done. The attacks appeared to be racially motivated and the LPD was coordinating with the Michigan State Police on a theory that its three attacks were connected to fourteen similar attacks in Michigan, five fatal. The description of the subject and physical similarities provided by victim led investigators towards a hate crime or a possible domestic terrorist. Special Agents and Task Force officers in a number of FBI offices joined federal, state, and local partners in the manhunt. WFO’s pivotal role came when investigators in Detroit received a tip that they might be looking for someone who had been at a Michigan liquor store. At 8 pm, with a name and picture in hand, WFO JTTF officers, led by an agent assigned to the JTTF from the FDA, circulated the name Elias Abuelazam and began checking data bases. Concerned about potential border crossings, the representative from U.S. Customs was asked to quickly scan his agency’s data. He found gold.  Abuelazam, a citizen of Israel, had flown that day from Detroit, to Louisville and then from Louisville to Atlanta. By 9:20 pm JTTF agents had located information placing Abuelazam in the Atlanta airport on standby for a 10:15 pm flight to Israel. Immediately, WFO notified FBI Headquarters, FBI Detroit, LPD and the entire Michigan State Police task force. With
quick coordination including FBI Atlanta, Transportation Safety Administration agents and Atlanta Police Department Airport Liaison, airlines officials called Abuelazam to the airline counter prior to his boarding and into the arms of law enforcement. Within four days of the first attack in Leesburg, the alleged culprit was in custody. WFO ADIC Shawn Henry praised the quick work of JTTF members who, within one hour of learning the suspect’s name, had located him more than 600 miles away. Abduelazam now faces charges in Michigan.
Pakistani Taliban Leader Charged in Terrorism Conspiracy Resulting in Murder of Americans in Afghanistan
The WFO’s investigation into Hakimullah Mehsud, the self-proclaimed emir of the Pakistani Taliban, has resulted in criminal charges filed for his alleged involvement in the murder of seven American citizens on Dec. 30, 2009 at a U.S. military base in Afghanistan. Mehsud, aka Hakimullah Mahsud, was charged last month with conspiracy to murder U.S. citizens abroad and conspiracy to use a weapon of mass destruction (explosives) against U.S. citizens abroad. According to an affidavit filed in support of a criminal complaint, Mehsud is the leader of the Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), or what is more commonly known as the Pakistani Taliban. The affidavit alleges that the TTP has had roles in, or claimed responsibility for, a number of acts of violence, including the December 2007 assassination of Benazir Bhutto, the September 2009 suicide attack on the Bannu, Pakistan police station, and attacks on NATO supply lines. On Sept. 1, the State Department designated the TTP as a Foreign Terrorist Organization and also designated Mehsud as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist. The Rewards for Justice program is offering a reward of up to $5 million for information leading to the apprehension or conviction of Mehsud. Learn about Hakimullah Mehsud and the criminal complaint.
DID YOU KNOW?
Air cargo carriers transport a variety of cargo shipments, such as heavy equipment, perishable commodities and consumer goods, on scheduled international flights. In what the Department of Justice (DOJ) says is the largest antitrust case in U.S. history, 17 airline companies have plead guilty to price fixing passenger fares and/or cargo rates for international flights between the U.S. and other countries. Four industry executives have been sentenced to time in jail and charges are pending against three other executives. More than $1.6 billion in fines have been levied. Just last month, Northwest Airlines agreed to plead guilty and to pay a $38 million criminal fine for its role, through Northwest Airlines Cargo, in a conspiracy to fix prices in the air transportation industry. Northwest is the first U.S. based cargo carrier to be charged.  Agents from the WFO began working this Sherman Antitrust violation case in January 2006 with DOJ’s Antitrust Division National Criminal Enforcement Section, the Department of Transportation, and the U.S. Postal Service. 
Save-the-Date to Participate in the WFO’s DuHadway Golf Tournament October 8
The WFO, together with the Thomas E. DuHadway Survivors Fund, will host the 18th Annual Thomas E. DuHadway Golf Tournament at Andrews Air Force Base in Camp Springs, Maryland on Friday, October 8. Established in honor of a now-deceased WFO SAC, Thomas DuHadway, money raised aids employees in times of need through the WFO’s Employee Assistance Program. Registration for single golfers is $100 and foursomes can be purchased for $400. Sponsorships are available for $100. Contact Tarshia Freeman at tjfreeman@ic.fbi.gov to register or sponsor. 
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