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Fairfax County Man Accused of Providing Material Support to Terrorists 
On July 21 Zachary Chesser of Fairfax County, Va., was arrested on charges that he provided material support to Al-Shabaab. Chesser, a/k/a Abu Talhah Al-Amrikee, volunteered to FBI Special Agents that he attempted on two occasions to travel to Somalia to join Al-Shabaab as a foreign fighter. After he was prevented from boarding a flight from New York to Uganda on July 10, Chesser allegedly admitted to Agents that he intended to travel from Uganda to Somalia. Chesser had attempted to board the plane with his infant son, and court records allege that he brought his son with him as part of his “cover” to avoid detection of his intention to join Al-Shabaab in Somalia. In a series of interviews with the FBI, Chesser allegedly discussed in detail how he has maintained several online profiles dedicated to extremist jihad propaganda. These profiles were allegedly used by Chesser to post pro-jihad messages and videos online. Chesser is being held in an Alexandria detention center as he was deemed a flight risk as well as danger to the community and waits further court proceedings. The State Department designated Al-Shabaab as a foreign terrorist organization in 2008, describing it as a violent and brutal extremist group based in Somalia with a number of individuals affiliated with Al-Qa’ida. This prohibits providing material support or resources to Al-Shabaab.
Former State Department Official Sentenced for Role in 30-Year Espionage Case
Walter Kendall Myers, a former State Department official, and his wife, Gwendolyn Myers, have been sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole and 81 months in prison, respectively, for their roles in a nearly 30-year conspiracy to provide classified U.S. national defense information to Cuba. In November 2009, Kendall Myers, 73, a/k/a “Agent 202,” pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit espionage and wire fraud.  Gwendolyn Myers, 72, a/k/a “Agent 123,” and “Agent E-634,” pleaded guilty to conspiracy to gather and transmit national defense information. Both residents of Washington, D.C., the Myers were arrested in June 2009 by WFO agents and have remained in custody ever since. The Meyers’ assets, estimated at $1,735,054, including the proceeds from the sale of their apartment and vehicle, and various bank and investment accounts, will be forfeited to the government. 
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Future Agents in Training 
This week thirty-five high school students selected from Washington, DC and Northern Virginia met for three intensive days to participate in the Future Agent in Training Program hosted by the WFO. FAIT, in its fourth successful year, is a three day training program that teaches the history, mission and operational duties of the FBI. Students also learned about the FBI’s undercover program, online predators and online security, the WFO’s National Capital Response Squad, including ERT and SWAT; the FBI’s Behavioral Analysis Unit; and even participated in a mock surveillance, arrest and booking. 
Manassas Teacher Charged With Child Pornography Offenses
Last month the Washington Post published an article on Kevin Ricks, a 50-year-old high school teacher who was arrested in February on local charges stemming from allegations that Ricks had sexual relations with a 16-year-old boy. Following those allegations, Ricks’ laptop computer was searched and allegedly uncovered several images of child pornography.  Further investigation revealed that Ricks brought the laptop from his residence in Virginia to his residence in Maryland when he returned on weekends, which allowed for federal charges to be brought for transporting and possessing child pornography. Ricks, who is currently incarcerated in the Prince William County Adult Detention Center, faces a minimum of five years and a maximum of 30 years in prison and up to a lifetime of supervision if convicted on all new charges.
DID YOU KNOW?
The FBI’s undercover technique is one of the most powerful tools we have to investigate crime. Undercover activities policies and procedures are centralized at FBI Headquarters and disseminated to each Field Office, Undercover Coordinators (UCC) at each office work with Special Agents in Charge to identify criminal conduct that warrants an undercover investigation. Undercover Operations are most often used in the detection, prevention and prosecution of white collar crimes, public corruption, terrorism, organized crime, illegal controlled substances. Currently the FBI is running approximately180 active undercover operations nationally.  
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