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WFO Provides Evidence Response at METRO Crash Site
Greater Washington’s emergency responders were involved in the deadliest incident in METRO’s history on June 22. The WFO’s National Capital Response Squad responded as it would routinely to a crisis of this magnitude and assisted the Metropolitan Police Department and DC Fire & EMS. As previously arranged between the FBI and NTSB, WFO provided evidence response assistance. For the next 24 hours WFO Special Agents and professional staff worked to document the scene, take fingerprints to identify the deceased victims and assist with the recovery of information that would help NTSB in determining the cause of the accident. Learn more about the FBI’s response on June 22.
Leader of D.C. Property Tax Refund Fraud Scheme Sentenced to 17 ½ Years

On June 30 Harriette Walters, was sentenced to 17 years, six months of incarceration for her eighteen-year-long, $48 million fraud scheme at the District of Columbia Office of Tax and Revenue. Walters, a manager in the Real Property Tax Unit, used her experience and her knowledge of the District of Columbia’s property tax refund process to prepare 226 fraudulent property tax refund vouchers. As the leader of a sophisticated conspiracy involving 11 now-convicted defendants, Walters embezzled $48,115,419.09 from the District of Columbia. The breadth and scope of Walters’ scheme increased over time from her first false check of $4,000 in 1989 to a fraudulent property tax voucher that was in excess of $500,000.00 by 2007. This goes to show that keeping a close eye on properly reviewed financial records is intrinsic to the integrity of an organization and its employees.
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DID YOU KNOW that the FBI trains Special Agents in defensive driving at the FBI Academy?  We also work with companies who are experts in auto racing to learn from them. Members of IndyCar’s Dale Coyne Racing recently visited the FBI’s Tactical Emergency Vehicle Operations Center (TEVOC) track at Quantico to learn how the training prepares Special Agents to handle an array of dangerous situations, from maneuvering out of a common rear-end spinout to more dangerous techniques such as how to ram a threatening vehicle. Click here to learn more about TEVOC at the Academy.
Vigilance Needed in Workplace Internet Crime  
On June 26 the FBI, MPD and U.S. Attorney’s Office released a press release with the title: Duke University Associate Director of the Center for Health Policy Arrested on Allegations He Offered, Via the Internet, to Permit a Traveler to Sexually Molest His Adopted 5-Year-Old Son. It is not just the name of the individual that is mentioned in this headline – it’s the employer’s. Often times during investigations the employer’s names and/or organization which a suspect belongs to are included, whether uncovered by the FBI or independently by the media. Some Innocent Images (manufacture and distribution of online child pornography) and Innocence Lost (sexual and violent exploitation of children) investigations indicate that criminal activity occurred while using an employer-issued laptop or during business hours.  While FBI agents and local police collaborate on proactive task forces, we also need help from employers who can alert us to potential criminal behavior before it escalates into a public relations nightmare.  This also works to proactively establish office IT policies to help deter such actions. Learn more about the Innocent Images program.
Jefferson Trial Jurors View Tapes of Congressman Accepting Bribes

On July 7 jurors hearing the case of former Louisiana Congressman William Jefferson watched videos of the representative accepting a suitcase filled with $100,000. The July 2005 handoff of the suitcase from an FBI cooperating witness to Jefferson is one of the key pieces of evidence in the ongoing bribery trial of Jefferson. The former representative is accused of accepting more than $400,000 in bribes in exchange for brokering business deals in West African nations. Four days after Jefferson picked up the suitcase of cash outside a Northern Virginia hotel WFO Special Agents searched Jefferson's DC residence and found $90,000 of the money hidden in his freezer. This case is currently in its third week of trial and is expected to continue several more weeks. 
Virginia Businessman Indicted in Fraud
In June 2009 Peter Jin was indicted for mail, bank and wire fraud as well as aggravated identity theft and possessing a forged security. Jin worked as a Korean loan broker, associated with Business Capital & Investments, Inc. located in Annandale, Virginia. Jin is charged with using the identities of Korean individuals to fraudulently obtain home loans and lines of credit on properties located in Virginia. This scheme’s business victims included Countrywide, SunTrust, Wachovia and Chevy Chase Bank, among others with reported losses in excess of $4 million.
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