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Northern Virginia Woman Boards Flight, Flees Sentencing for Mortgage Fraud

On June 4 Lourdes Rojas Almanza was sentenced to 77 months in prison for her role in a multi-million-dollar mortgage fraud conspiracy. Almanza was also ordered to pay restitution of more than $9 million. Initially scheduled to be sentenced on April 30, 2010, on April 27 Almanza used her sister’s passport and booked a flight from Reagan National to Bolivia, with a layover in Miami. Through the quick work of the WFO and the Fairfax County Police Department Almanza was located and arrested when her flight landed in Miami. Almanza pled guilty in Dec. 2009 for her part in a wide-ranging mortgage fraud conspiracy, in which she and others recruited straw buyers with good credit to purchase properties for other individuals.  As a loan officer, Almanza prepared fraudulent mortgage loan applications in the straw buyers’ names.  The straw buyers signed the fraudulent loan applications in order to obtain much larger loans than they were qualified to receive; the loan applications misstated, among other things, the straw buyers’ income, assets, employment, citizenship status, and intent to live in the property. Almanza and her co-conspirators engaged in more than 30 fraudulent property transactions in Virginia and obtained over $24 million in mortgage loans to purchase the properties.  The straw buyers defaulted on the bulk of the fraudulent loans and the properties either went into foreclosure or were short-sold for sizeable losses.  More than 20 banks and lenders suffered losses in excess of $9 million.
WFO Honored at Public Service Awards
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More than 40 awards for work in 19 investigations were given to WFO Special Agents and a Forensic Examiner at the 2010 Law Enforcement Public Service Awards presented by the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia (EDVA), Neil MacBride, on June 4. These agents and forensic examiner were honored for investigations which the EDVA prosecuted, many of them developing over several years, included crimes such as: the conviction of former Representative William Jefferson for soliciting bribes; online schemes that stole money from Home Equity Lines of Credit; multiple fraudulent mortgage loan origination schemes; wire fraud for false claims made in selling a seminar on stock investments; securities fraud scheme to pump and dump the stocks of publicly traded companies; online sexual exploitation of a minor; online trading of child pornography; illegal distribution of OxyCotin pills and other prescription narcotics; multiple murders by members of MS-13; multiple gun and drug trafficking and smuggling cases; large-scale distribution of crystal methamphetamines; identification of sources of a heroine ring responsible for the overdose deaths of four young people in Centerville; and the robbery of multiple banks in Prince George’s and Fairfax Counties.
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FBI Graduates166 Junior Special Agents (JSA)
On June 3 the WFO with the Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association hosted 166 5th and 6th grade students from five schools in DC and Virginia. These students participated in the JSA program during the school year that engages students in academics, etiquette, and fitness and stresses the importance of being good Citizens and remaining drug free. As they graduated, Assistant Director in Charge Shawn Henry administered the JSA oath: “I accept the position of Junior Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I promise to be a good citizen. I will obey all the laws of my country and will do my best in school. I will make the right choices by remaining drug free, staying in school, and practicing non-violent behavior in handling difficult situations.” Of course, pizza and ice cream sundays followed.


Life in Prison for MS-13 Members Committing Murder
Carlos Bladimir Montoya of Sterling, Va. was sentenced to life plus a consecutive 120 months in prison for his role in the murder of a rival gang member in 2007. “In the past year, four MS-13 gang members have received life sentences for killing rival gang members,” said U.S. Attorney Neil MacBride. Montoya was the leader of the Unidos Locos Salvatrucha (ULS) clique of MS-13. On the night of May 5, 2007, Montoya drove four fellow MS-13 gang members to Springfield, Va., where two of them fatally shot Melvin Reyes, believed to have been a member of the 18th Street gang. The rules of MS-13 require its members to attack and/or kill rival gang members. “Today’s and recent sentencings should send a clear message to individuals who are part of these violent criminal enterprises; we will not tolerate your actions, no matter the group you hide within,” said Shawn Henry, Assistant Director in Charge of the WFO.
WFO Welcomes New SAC for Intelligence
Robert Anderson, Jr. returned to WFO this month as Special Agent in Charge for Intelligence. SAC Anderson is no stranger to WFO, having been assigned here as a new agent in 1995 working narcotic violations and violent crimes and later on the Hostage Rescue Team (HRT). Mr. Anderson’s counterintelligence experience includes overseeing international counterintelligence and espionage investigations at FBI Headquarters and at WFO as Assistant Special Agent in Charge for WFO’s Counterespionage Branch in 2007. In his new role, Mr. Anderson will oversee intelligence collection efforts for all criminal and National Security matters.
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