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Metro Dream Homes Ponzi Scheme in Maryland and Northern Virginia
A federal grand jury in Maryland has indicted four defendants, and a fifth has pleaded guilty, to participation in a massive mortgage fraud scheme that promised to pay off homeowners’ mortgages on their "Dream Homes."  Homeowners were told they had to provide a minimum of $50,000.  As a result, more than 1,000 investors in the Metro Dream Homes Program invested approximately $70 million.  When the Metro Dream Homes stopped making the mortgage payments, the homeowners were left to make the mortgage payments in full.  WFO Supervisory Special Agent Adam Lee, who coordinates a regional mortgage fraud task force, says the allure of the scheme was to purchase property that one might not otherwise be able to afford.  Click here to learn more.
25 Years in Prison for Terrorism Conspiracy Against Americans in Iraq
April 16 marked the first time U.S. criminal courts were used to prosecute an individual for committing terrorist offenses against U.S. Citizens who were serving in Iraq.  An Iraqi-born Dutch citizen was sentenced to 25 years in prison for conspiring to murder Americans overseas, by planting roadside bombs targeting U.S. soldiers in Iraq, and by demonstrating on video how these explosives would be detonated to destroy American vehicles and their occupants.  “The FBI is prepared at a moments notice to vigorously investigate injuries and threats to citizens, whether they occur in or outside the United States," said FBI Assistant Director in Charge Joseph Persichini.  Read the press release.

Special Agent Receives Award for Work Locating Child Prostitution Victim
WFO Special Agent Greg Ryman will be honored on Capital Hill for his work locating a missing 15-year-old girl who had become a victim of child prostitution.  The honor for Excellence in Law Enforcement is being given by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. Special Agent Ryman and his family will join select Members of Congress, FBI executives and John Walsh, the host of America’s Most Wanted, on Tuesday, May 12.  Click here to learn more.
DID YOU KNOW 
[image: image2.jpg]


The National Capital Response Squad mobilizes almost daily in Metropolitan Washington. That’s what wounded soldiers from Walter Reed ARMY Medical Center and their families learned during their visit to the WFO on April 22.  The soldiers were greeted by more than 200 WFO employees and escorted on tours of the National Capital Response Squad vehicles, including the Mobile Command Post and demonstrations by bomb technicians, SWAT team, and evidence response team. 
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National Police Week Honors Special Agent Sam Steele Hicks 
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National Police Week commemorates the service of fallen law enforcement officers and their families who have given the ultimate sacrifice.  On Saturday, May 2 the FBI family will visit the National Law Enforcement Memorial wall to watch as Special Agent Sam Steele Hicks’ name is engraved.  Special Agent Hicks was killed in the line of duty in November 2008. Come support the National Police Week 5K run on Saturday, May 16! 
Recruitment for Fall Citizens’ Academy in Manassas 
The WFO is accepting applications for the 14th Citizens’ Academy for regional leaders who want to learn more about the FBI’s mission, goals and objectives.  The fall class, hosted at the WFO’s Northern Virginia office in Manassas, VA, meets to brief regional business, civic, religious and community leaders in the areas of counterterrorism, intelligence, criminal and counterintelligence and allows a behind-the-scenes look into the FBI.  Congratulations go out to the participants of the 13th Citizens’ Academy (pictured here) who graduated April 25 in a ceremony at the FBI Academy in Quantico, VA. 
Listen in on WFO’s Regional Community Involvement 
Learn about the WFO’s involvement in the community and listen in as Assistant Director in Charge Joseph Persichini addresses both radio and television next week.  Radio show Women Talk will air on DC 101 at 6 am, Sunday, May 10. If that’s too early for you, tune in to Washington Business Tonight on NewsChannel 8 at 7:00 pm, Monday, May 11. 
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