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WFO Nominated for Two Attorney General’s Awards 
The U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Eastern District of Virginia has nominated the WFO for two Attorney General's Award for Exceptional Service which honors Department of Justice (DOJ) employees in meeting its law enforcement mission.  WFO Special Agents were nominated for their work on the four-year investigation of former Congressman William J. Jefferson and several of his co-conspirators. Jefferson used his position as an elected Member of Congress to corruptly seek, solicit and direct payments in exchange for performing official acts to advance the interests of people and businesses who offered him the bribes.  To uncover these illegal schemes, WFO agents gathered evidence through court-ordered wire interceptions, consensual recordings and six separate court-authorized searches, including the first ever search of a Congressional office in U.S. history.  Jefferson was sentenced in November 2009 for conspiracy to commit bribery, wire fraud, and money laundering: violations of the Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Organization Act (RICO), and Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). FCPA prohibits U.S. and foreign persons and companies, acting in the U.S., from bribing foreign government officials in order to obtain or retain business. The 1977 statute was historically used to induce civil settlements or levy fines; however, in the past five years, aggressive efforts have resulted in dozens of investigations. 
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National Capital Response Squad (NCRS) Participates in Joint Exercises 
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On March 27 and 29 the WFO’s NCRS participated in a regional field training exercise that tested a coordinated regional response to an emergency with the Metro Transit Police, Metro emergency management and operations personnel, local law enforcement, and fire and emergency medical services agencies throughout the region participated. NCRS took part by sending WFO Special Agent Bomb Technicians, Evidence Response Team and Hazardous Materials Response Team members.  On March 17, WFO’s Underwater Search Evidence Response Team (USERT) was the lead agency in a dive recovery exercise in the Potomac River. This day-long scenario simulated a plane crash that included the rescue of surface victims and recovery of victims in and under the water.  Plane debris including a black box was place in the water to simulate what divers and emergency personnel would see in an actual crash. All of the exercises that the FBI participates in with our regional partners work to enhance communications, logistics and coordinate assets in preparation for a potential terrorist attack or emergency response. 
Director’s Community Leadership Award Given to Nawar Shora 
Each year FBI Director Robert Muller, III presents the Director’s Community Leadership Awards to leaders from across the country who have demonstrated outstanding service and contributions to their local communities. The WFO is proud to support the WFO DCLA recipient Mr. Nawar Shora.  Nawar has cultivated a long term relationship with the WFO as well as with FBI Headquarters and the FBI Academy at Quantico. In addition to Mr. Shora’s assistance in the creation of a WFO summer camp for high school students known as the Future Agents in Training (FAIT) program, Nawar is a founding member of WFO's Arab, Muslim, Sikh Advisory Council (AMSAC). AMSAC and WFO executives share cultural, linguistic, and contextual expertise and work to prevent hate crimes by building relationships with community members so that they will be willing to work with law enforcement.  Mr. Shora currently serves as a Senior Adviser, Office of Civil Rights & Liberties for the Transportation Security Administration. He previously served as legal director and director of diversity education and law enforcement outreach at the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, the largest Arab-American grassroots organization of its kind.  
DID YOU KNOW 

[image: image4.jpg]


Since 1935 the FBI Academy at Quantico hosts classes of leaders and managers from state, local, tribal, military and police organizations, and federal law enforcement agencies for a 10-week course called the FBI National Academy. Although this bonds law enforcement and national security partners together, the benefits down the road to the private sector are many. The network of thousands of National Academy graduates provides Police Chief and other executives with a national and global perspective whether the business owner comes through the door of a rural 20-person police department, or whether a complaint is called into the local police agency in Budapest. In today’s corporate environment that is internet-based and international in scope, the National Academy trains law enforcement and national security leaders at home and abroad in best practices and emerging issues. By raising standards, knowledge, and cooperation worldwide more than 15,000 National Academy alumni help develop higher levels of competency, cooperation, and integrity across the law enforcement community.
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