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FBI Encourages “Business as Usual” for Employees During Investigations  
Tom Sherwood of News Channel 4 applauded the FBI’s professionalism in his recent column recapping the FBI search within the District of Columbia’s Office of the Chief Technology Officer. Sherwood described the activities as “A tribute to the FBI and the Inspector General [because] the Agents did not try and close down the entire floor to media or to workers.”  FBI practice is to interfere as little as possible with legitimate business activities and to minimize the time a business is closed, if a closing is necessary. As with many other searches, Special Agents on the scene arrived in suits instead of raid gear to help limit potential media attention and maintain a professional appearance in a business setting. 

Here’s a Story You Won’t Read in the News…
In February, an Assistant US Attorney received two threatening telephone calls, specifically threatening her life and the safety of her son. During the second call, she captured the incoming phone number and relayed the information to WFO Special Agents. Swift work by those Special Agents determined that the call was made from a payphone in a Washington, DC convenience store. Alerting the WFO Evidence Recovery Team, experts were able to collect the phone faceplate, receiver, and coin tray, using techniques that preserved fingerprints. The packaged items were delivered to the FBI’s Laboratory at Quantico, Virginia where experts recovered nine latent fingerprints and a palm print from the phone components. Identification of a subject led to a confession to the crime and the name of a co-conspirator. In the end, the threats were made in an attempt to keep one of the co-defendants from testifying as a government witness. Both individuals responsible for these threats were indicted and arrested. 

FBI Statement Regarding Conficker Worm
Be alert: a press release from FBI Headquarters states, "The FBI is aware of the potential threat posed by the Conficker worm. We are working closely with a broad range of partners, including DHS and other agencies in the U.S. government, as well as throughout the private sector, to fully identify and mitigate the threat. The public is once again reminded to employ strong security measures on their computers. That includes installing the latest anti-virus software and having a firewall in place. Additionally, the public should be aware of the potential dangers associated with spam e-mail. Opening, responding to, or clicking on attachments contained in unsolicited e-mail may be harmful and should be avoided."
Arab, Muslim and Sikh Advisory Council (AMSAC) Meets at WFO 
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Six years ago the WFO formed the Arab, Muslim and Sikh Advisory Council to create transparency and stronger communication between the WFO and multiple religious communities.  Since then, AMSAC and WFO have worked together to host various town hall meetings and open forums. This helps WFO in its mission to prevent terrorist attacks as well as the foremost mission to protect the public from being victimized. In these quarterly meetings (March meeting pictured) AMSAC and WFO executives share cultural, linguistic and contextual expertise; and work to prevent hate crimes by building relationships with community members who are not afraid to come forward with information. 
DID YOU KNOW

The FBI has an Aviation and Surveillance Branch dedicated to providing safe and effective aviation support to all facets of FBI investigative activities and law enforcement operations. While the general public is aware of law enforcement’s use of helicopters, most people are unaware of the use of fixed wing platforms by various agencies which the FBI pioneered for surveillance some time ago. The WFO’s Aviation specialists have enhanced equipment which can provide real time video downlinks for Special Agents who require assistance during arrests, entries and other national security operations. 
Washington Field Office Prepares for National Police Week

National Police Week commemorates the service of fallen law enforcement officers and their families who have given the ultimate sacrifice.  This week of events includes the 21st Annual Candlelight Vigil at the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial, the 25th Anniversary Gala Celebration of Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS) and the National Police Week 5K run. Click here to learn more.
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