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 This Week at the WFO



         


A newsletter from the FBI Washington Field Office
                                                                                                                                         Issue 13 – March 2010
WFO Case Focus of 60 Minutes Piece on Espionage – February 28
Tune into CBS’s 60 Minutes Sunday, February 28, to see details on a WFO espionage case. While the program does not include interviews with WFO representatives, it does feature video of Tai Shen Kuo, a naturalized U.S. citizen, convicted of paying for classified information about military relations between the U.S. and Taiwan which he plead guilty to in 2008.
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FBI Closes Anthrax Investigation

On February 19 the Department of Justice (DOJ), FBI and U.S. Postal Inspection Service announced that the closing of the investigation into the late 2001 anthrax attacks that caused panic around the country as citizens were still reeling from the attacks of September 11.  The attacks killed five individuals and sickened 17 others.  The DOJ’s release of the 92-page summary provides a rare opportunity to see how the FBI and it’s law enforcement partners work through a complex investigation involving thousands of witnesses and leads investigation. The "Amerithrax" investigation was the largest investigation into a bio-weapons attack in U.S. history and the summary outlines the findings that led the conclusion that the late Dr. Bruce Ivins acted alone in planning and executing these attacks. The summary is available to the public on the Justice Department website.  At the same time, the FBI released approximately 2,700 pages of materials requested pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, http://foia.fbi.gov. Click the “Hot Topics” button to read interviews with Dr. Ivans, as well as more FBI documents. The Amerithrax Task Force, comprised of about two dozen full-time investigators, analysts, and federal prosecutors from the District of Columbia and the Justice Department’s Counterterrorism Section. The investigation included more than 10,000 witnesses interviewed on six continents, 80 searches and the recovery of more than 6,000 items of potential evidence.
Shawn Henry Named Assistant Director in Charge of WFO 
FBI Cyber expert Shawn Henry has joined the Washington Field Office as the new Assistant Director in Charge, the same office where he began his career as a Special Agent in 1989. Mr. Henry’s previous assignments include managing a Computer Crimes Squad in the Baltimore field office, leading as the Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the Philadelphia Field Office, and serving as Chief of Staff for the Executive Assistant Director National Security Branch (NSB).  His last post was as Assistant Director for the FBI’s Cyber Division, where he played the central role in restructuring the FBI’s Cyber Security strategy and managed the FBI’s computer intrusion cases worldwide. 
Virginia Fugitive in Custody 
Osama El-Atari, a Loudoun County businessman who owned several area restaurants, was arrested January 30 at the Austin Texas Airport by FBI Agents.  El-Atari was the subject of multiple news stories in northern Virginia newspapers after he was involved multiple business transactions, but then customers and neighbors found his businesses shuttered and his home empty. El-Atari will be brought to Virginia to stand trial on charges that from late 2007 to early 2009, he allegedly provided fake cash-value life insurance policies to banks in Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee, and Ohio to obtain more than sixty million dollars in commercial loans.  

Twenty-two Indicted for Bribing Foreign Governments for Contracts 
Twenty-two executives and employees for companies that sell materials to the military and law enforcement were arrested in January, and are charged with engaging in schemes to bribe foreign government officials to obtain and retain business. The WFO’s undercover operation represent the largest single investigation ever against individuals of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), a law that prohibits U.S. persons and companies, and foreign persons and companies acting in the United States, from bribing foreign government officials for the purpose of obtaining or retaining business that focused on allegations of foreign bribery in the military and law enforcement products industry. Kevin Perkins, the Assistant Director of the FBI’s Criminal Investigation Division, said: “Unfortunately, certain executives of these firms have chosen to set aside the values of law enforcement and engage in corruption by bribing foreign officials in order to enrich themselves.”
FBI Top Ten Most Wanted Fugitives List Turns 60
March 14, 2010, marks the 60th anniversary of the FBI’s wildly successful Ten Most Wanted Fugitives program.  The program originated with the first issue of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin - then called Fugitives Wanted by Police, was published in 1932.  Since 1950, nearly 500 fugitives have been listed and, of those, 463 have been apprehended or located. Over the years, the ‘Top Tenners’ publicity has adapted to the changing modes of communication. What was once just flyers at local Post Offices is a program that now includes the Internet, television shows such as America’s Most Wanted and more. You can find the FBI’s Most Wanted on Facebook, Twitter and You Tube where we upload video and breaking news about additional tips received. On Saturday, February 27, American’s Most Wanted will feature a WFO fugitive Tobeichi Onwuhara. Click here to learn more about the WFO’s Most Wanted Fugitives. 
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