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Seven Virginia Men Sentenced in Terror Plot
When a Virginia man approached an undercover FBI source about buying false passports three years ago, the FBI suspected it was more than just a solo criminal act.  In the end, seven men were arrested after an elaborate counterterrorism investigation where the defendants believed they were providing weapons to a representative from the banned terrorist organization Hizballah. On Feb. 27, 2009, the final defendant was sentenced and hundreds of conversations with an FBI source revealed that the source was hired to: extort thousands of dollars; was provided money to bribe an agent from Immigration and Customs Enforcement; and, was sold guns including a sniper rifle. The lead investigator noted that one of the most disturbing conversations, however, involved one defendant’s plan to sell a missile “with the controls if you want, you can reach the Pentagon” to the terrorist organization. 
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DID YOU KNOW 
Did you know that WFO Special Agents are part of a 13-member FBI art crime team? On Feb. 2 the FBI used forfeiture laws, rarely deployed in this fashion, to grab this religious art, and ensure that these 200-year-old relics were returned to their rightful owners in South America. A Richmond, VA gallery owner’s sharp eye initiated the investigation. WFO Special Agent Gregg Horner, part of the team, commented “You wouldn't want something important to our colonial history being taken out of the country and sold.” 
Alexandria Based AvalonBay Receives Justice

AvalonBay Communities received some justice on Feb. 26 when three men pleaded guilty in a fraud scheme to bill the company $2.4 million for work that was never performed. The company primarily engages in developing, acquiring and managing apartment communities in the U.S. Defendants face a maximum penalty of 25 years in prison and a fine of $500,000. Sentencing dates have not been set.  To learn more visit: http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/vae/Pressreleases/2009/0209.html 
WFO Computer Forensics Used in Levy Investigation 

The Pierce-Klingle Mansion is headquarters for the Rock Creek Park superintendent.  It was also the likely destination for the last jog run by Chandra Levy who was murdered in May 2001. We know this because after her disappearance, Metropolitan Police Department searched Levy’s DuPont Circle apartment and turned her laptop over to FBI computer forensic experts. WFO Special Agents traced her last keyboard strokes to a map of the park. On March 3, 2009, an arrest warrant was issued for Ingmar Guandique who is being charged with first degree murder in Superior Court of the District of Columbia.
Adopt-a-School Program Engages 250 Students Annually

On Feb. 23 the WFO’s Adopt-a-School program hosted a luncheon with Mrs. Mueller, wife of FBI Director Robert S. Mueller, III, and 6th graders from Browne Educational Campus in Southeast Washington, DC. This lunch is one of five Restaurant Etiquette Days held with each Adopt-a-School partner in Washington, DC and Northern Virginia. Through this program the WFO engages more than 250 children a year (from 4th grade to high school) through classroom training, field trips, and hands on learning with Special Agents. 
Washington Field Television Pilot to Air This Fall
Every wonder what it is like inside the day-to-day operations of the Washington Field office of the FBI?  We can’t give you too many details, but we can tell you that WFO personnel are assisting this month in the pilot filming of a network television series called Washington Field, scheduled for the fall. The FBI will help provide accuracy as the actors portray how terrorism and criminal matters are handled daily by the men and women who serve in the FBI. Stay tuned for more.  
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