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WFO Prepares for State of the Union 

Hundreds of employees from the FBI Washington Field Office, in partnership with United States Secret Service and United States Capitol Police, are coordinating the final components to protect the State of the Union address by the President of the United States.  The address is scheduled for January 25; however, the event has been on the minds of area law enforcement and national security experts for the past six months.  The State of the Union, generally designated a National Security Special Event, is coordinated by Secret Service and involves more than a dozen agencies. The WFO's responsibilities are investigative in nature, working to deter and defeat potential threats before the event, coordinate the investigative needs during the event, and handle emergency and investigative response after the event.   
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FBI Response to Suspicious Packages 
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Items in the mail, packages on the sidewalk, boxes located by concerned citizens; fearful words about potential dangers from "suspicious" packages are often headlines in the papers and scream across television and internet screens these days. The incendiary devices found at mail facilities in Maryland and Washington, D.C. the first week of January have the public aware and ready to report suspicious packages and activity. With that in mind, we asked WFO Assistant Special Agent in Charge Christopher H. Combs to share details on the protocol followed when someone calls law enforcement because they believe they are dealing with a "suspicious package."  In most instances, local law enforcement is the first called to respond. Those first responders know when to call in the fire department, the FBI or other agencies which can provide immediate support to assess and neutralize any potential threat, said Mr. Combs. For the FBI, various components of the WFO's National Capital Response Squad (NCRS) respond weekly to locations in the Washington, D.C. and Northern Virginia area. The NCRS team includes Special Agents and experts highly trained in weapons of mass destruction, bombs, evidence collection, underwater recovery and domestic and international terrorism. NCRS works directly with local police to determine an appropriate response. First, he said, they work to learn what the package contains and if it needs to be X-rayed, disrupted, or, if the owner of the item or package returns or is found. While NCRS is on scene with the package, Special Agents and Joint Terrorism Task Force Officers (TFO) gather relevant information on the package - such as if the return address is linked to an individual, if that individual has a criminal record, or if there are known threats made against the location at which the package was found. The TFOs represent every law enforcement and national security entity in the National Capitol Region; ensuring a single view of the situation. Tapping into the expertise, knowledge and databases available from TFOs provides immediate sharing of intelligence to piece together the puzzle. This information helps Mr. Combs and NCRS make the best decision on how to handle suspicious package at the scene. 

Eight Year Investigation Ends with Former CIA Officer Arrested 

Jeffrey A. Sterling, a former CIA officer was arrested this month on allegations he illegally disclosed national defense information and obstructed justice. According to the indictment, when Sterling was employed by the CIA he was assigned to a classified clandestine operational program designed to conduct intelligence activities related to the weapons capabilities of another country. Sterling allegedly had access to information and, even when reassigned and was no longer authorized to receive or possess classified documents, retained the information and passed it illegally. The indictment alleges several facts, among them that: Sterling signed various security and non-disclosure agreements in which he agreed never to disclose classified information to unauthorized persons; he released information to the media, though not an authorized party to receive such classified information; in retaliation for perceived adverse employment actions, Sterling schemed to disclose information of the classified program and a human source; he made various telephone calls to the author’s residence and remained in touch; and the author published a book which contained classified information about the program and the human source. The indictment alleges that Sterling was aware of the FBI and a grand jury investigation and obstructed justice when he deleted e-mails he sent to the author concerning the weapons capabilities.  
FBI Washington Field Office 
601 4th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20535        washingtondc.fbi.gov        (202) 278-2000

Click here to view past issues of This Week at the WFO. Unsubscribe or become added to the newsletter. 
MPD Police Chief Cathy Lanier speaks as a press conference at a U.S. Postal Service facility where an incendiary device was found earlier this month. With Lanier (from left) are Deputy Fire Chief Timothy Gerhart; FBI WFO Assistant Special Agent in Charge Christopher Combs; and, U.S. Postal Inspector Peter Rendina.








