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Virginia Man Sentenced to 25 Years 

Zachary Chesser, of Fairfax County, Va., was sentenced on Feb. 24, to 25 years in prison, for communicating threats against the writers of the South Park television show, soliciting violent jihadists to desensitize law enforcement, and attempting to provide material support to Al-Shabaab. “Zachary Chesser encouraged violent jihad,” said James W. McJunkin, Assistant Director in Charge of the FBI’s Washington Field Office. “The FBI is concerned about U.S. citizens traveling overseas to join Al-Shabaab, and we are vigilant in working to disrupt potential plots where U.S. citizens become further indoctrinated and return with actual terrorism experience and training.” Chesser admitted to taking repeated steps in April 2010 to encourage violent jihadists to attack the writers of South Park for an episode that included Muhammad in a bear suit, including highlighting their residence and urging online readers to “pay them a visit.”  Among the steps he took was posting on multiple occasions speeches by Anwar Al-Awlaki, which explained the Islamic justification for killing those who insult or defame Muhammad.  Al-Awlaki was designated by the United States as a “Specially Designated Global Terrorist” in July 2010. Chesser admitted that he promoted online what he called “Open Source Jihad,” where he would direct jihadists through his online forums to information on the Internet that they could use to elude capture and death while maintaining relevance and striking capability. Chesser admitted that he twice attempted to leave the United States and travel to Somalia for the purpose of joining Al-Shabaab and engage in violent jihad as a foreign fighter. Chesser also admitted in court that he posted several online messages in support of Al-Shabaab. 
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Digital Billboards Feature East Coast Rapist Subject

The FBI, with Fairfax County, Prince William County, Prince George’s County, Leesburg, New Haven, CT, and Cranston, RI Police Departments will launch a digital billboard campaign next week to assist in a serial rape investigation involving 12 sexual assaults or attempted sexual assaults between 1997 and 2009 by the same offender.  Each of these assaults is linked by DNA. Digital billboards featuring composite sketches of the offender will run in Connecticut, Maryland, Rhode Island and Virginia, where the attacks and attempts have occurred, as well as neighboring states, New Jersey, New York and Delaware. Since the start of the FBI’s digital billboard partnership, at least 39 cases have been solved as a direct result of tips from the public. Law enforcement is asking that anyone who may have knowledge of this subject contact the Crime Solvers at 1-866-411-TIPS/ 8477. Click here to learn more.
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FBI Arrests Three Men For Attempted Armored Car Robbery
The FBI/MPD Violent Crimes Task Force safely arrested three armed individuals at approximately 10 a.m. Feb. 12, after the trio were observed following a Brink’s Inc., armored truck for several blocks and then approaching the vehicle on foot as it slowed to a stop on 31st St. in Northeast Washington, D.C. A carefully staged SWAT execution resulted in three armed individuals being taken into custody safely within a matter of minutes. The three individuals, arrested Feb.12, were indicted Feb. 16 in Federal District Court in Washington, D.C. on charges they were involved in what is now the 12th armored car robbery incident in Washington D.C. in the past 11 months. Of the 12 incidents in the past year, suspects have been arrested on charges related to four of the incidents. In the other eight incidents, task force members have identified patterns and are working a multitude of promising leads expected to lead to a resolution of each incident. 

Wanted Fugitive Arrested in Argentina
On Thursday, Feb. 10 a WFO ‘wanted’ fugitive was arrested by Interpol with extensive assistance by FBI Legal Attaché in Buenos Aries, Argentina and the FBI Washington Field Office. Emilse Blanca Ortiz, an Argentinean citizen, was ‘wanted’ by the FBI for the Jan. 2007 murder of Gabriela Lopez in Washington, D.C. Lopez was found in an unconscious state suffering from multiple stab wounds inside of 1930 Columbia Road, NW. The Metropolitan Police Department and the FBI have been pursuing leads as to her location since she fled the country shortly after the incident.
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