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FBI Advises Tips to Avoid Being Scammed This Holiday Season 
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As the holidays approach, the FBI reminds the public to use caution when making online purchases. Cyber criminals continue to create ways to steal your money and personal information. If a deal looks too good to be true, it likely is. Be wary of e-mails or text messages that indicate a problem or question regarding your financial accounts. Criminals will attempt to direct victims to click a link or call a number to update an account or correct a purported problem. The links may appear to lead you to legitimate websites, but they are not. Any personal information you share on them could be compromised. Review tips that you can use to avoid becoming a victim of cyber fraud. For more information on e-scams visit the FBI’s E-Scams and Warnings webpage. If you have received a suspicious e-mail, file a complaint with the Internet Crime Complaint Center.
Abramoff Colleague Convicted in Lobbing Scheme
Kevin Ring, a former lobbyist who worked with Jack Abramoff, was convicted last month for his involvement in a scheme to corrupt public officials. Ring and his co-conspirators would identify public officials to perform official actions that would assist Ring and his clients. He groomed the public officials by rewarding them with things of value in exchange for their official actions.  These included all-expenses-paid travel, meals, drinks, golf outings, tickets to sporting events, concerts, and even an employment opportunity for the wife of a congressman.  The items were then often billed back to Ring’s and Abramoff’s clients.  To date, 20 individuals, including lobbyists and public officials, have pleaded guilty, been convicted at trial, or are awaiting trial in connection with the ongoing investigation into the activities of Abramoff and his associates. Ring will be sentenced in March 2011.
WFO Arrests Suspects in Multi-State Drug Ring 
After a five-month-long investigation, WFO Special Agents along with Special Agents in Maryland, North Carolina, Texas, and West Virginia, last week arrested fourteen people who are a part of an alleged drug ring based out of an automotive body shop in the Washington Metropolitan area. The individuals were arrested on charges that they distributed cocaine and marijuana including conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute and to distribute five kilograms or more of cocaine and marijuana. The center of the operation was a body shop in Clinton, Md. run by Jaime Cesar Medina-Medina.                 
DID YOU KNOW?
The FBI has a new and improved website featuring major enhancements to the popular www.fbi.gov. The updated site makes it easy to find information on everything from Top Ten fugitives and the latest crime statistics to national breaking news and articles about some of our most interesting cases. Our redesigned History page includes new interactive features including an interactive timeline of the Bureau’s history. Don’t miss the History Theatre that allows viewers to screen videos of our past.
Citizens’ Academy Dates Announced for Spring 2011
The next class of the WFO’s Citizens’ Academy will be held Wednesday evenings from Feb. 23 through Apr.16, 2011. The Citizens’ Academy provides business, religious, civic, and community leaders with an inside look at the FBI, building mutually beneficial relationships along the way. The evening programs highlight each of the WFO’s divisions and share the history, mission and directives of the FBI. To learn more about the program that is hosted at our Washington, DC office annually, and to download an application click here. All Citizens’ Academy applications will be accepted through January 19, 2011.
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WFO Provides Thanksgiving Meals for Junior Special Agents 
Special Agents, along with members of the Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association, delivered more than 100 meals, including turkeys to Junior Special Agent (JSA) students and their families. WFO’s JSA program engages fifth and sixth grade students in five schools across Washington, D.C. and Northern Virginia to talk about the history and mission of the FBI, to
reinforce basic academic principles, and to help students practice responsible behavior and stay away from drugs and violence. Ethics, etiquette, and physical fitness are also highlighted in these programs.   
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