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District Department of Energy Inspectors Arrested for Bribery
Last month Inspectors Joe Parrish and Gregory Scott of the DC Department of the Environment (DDOE), Air Quality Division were charged for receipt of a bribe by a public official. The men allegedly demanded $5,000 in cash as a bribe for not reporting serious environmental infractions. They also accepted an additional $15,000. As inspectors, they are responsible for inspecting, monitoring and investigating air quality complaints, and preparing and submitting reports against violators. They also assess and collect fines and ensure that contractors remove asbestos properly. Parrish and Scott met with a cooperating witness at an apartment building on P Street in SE that was undergoing renovations. They advised the witness that they were willing to “help,” but they needed to be “compensated” for their efforts. They said that they had already prepared their report, but were willing to “burn” it and not inform DDOE of the infractions. When the witness paid a bribe of $2,500 cash to each, they agreed that they would not file their report. If convicted they face up to15 years in prison.
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DID YOU KNOW?: WFO Linguists Speak 24 Languages
Much of the intelligence and investigative information that the FBI gathers is in a foreign language. The Bureau’s role internationally requires an understanding of a variety of cultures and careful articulation of FBI operational needs. WFO linguists provide foreign language and cultural expertise in more than 24 languages The FBI critical languages include: Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, Korean, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish, Urdu, and Vietnamese. Approximately 140 WFO linguists, one of the largest contingents of linguists located at a single field office, review and translate millions of foreign language materials, provide hundreds of thousands of hours of interpretation support, testify at trials, help interview suspects, victims, and witnesses, and occasionally accompany agents on searches or arrests. Because Washington, DC receives international delegations who meet with the Attorney General and the FBI Director, WFO linguists are regularly called upon. Likewise, when an international FBI office requests assistance, it is often the WFO’s linguists who provide the translation and interpretation needed to get the job done. 

Woodbridge Woman Convicted of Defrauding Medicaid of Nearly $1 Million
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An office manager and administrator for a home health care business was convicted earlier this month for fraudulently billing Medicaid nearly $1 million. The company provided home health aides and private duty nursing care to individuals at home rather than in a hospital or nursing facility. Yanick Pierre received payment for the company’s home health services provided to Medicaid-eligible individuals through the Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS). Even though she knew the company was not providing certain services, Pierre submitted false claims to a DMAS intermediary for home health services to Medicaid recipients. The loss for the fraudulent billing is at least $979,000. Pierre could face up to 10 years in prison when she is sentenced in Dec.

WFO Remembers 10th Anniversary of 9/11
One of many events held in honor of the victims of 9/11 was the Police, Fire & Sheriff 9/11 Memorial 5K on Sept. 10. The run had special meaning for FBI participants, many of whom had responded directly to the Pentagon on 9/11 and in the months following, worked sorting rubble in the north Pentagon parking lot. FBI employees created a team who ran past the west façade and the Pentagon Memorial. 
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