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Charges Filed Against Alledged Military Building Shooter 
Earlier this month, the FBI with Ft. Myer Military Police, U.S. Park Police, Arlington County Police and Fire Departments responded to a suspicious person and car located near the Pentagon and Arlington National Cemetery.  Six days later, Yonathan Melaku, 22, of Alexandria, Va., was charged with destruction of property and firearm violations involving five separate shootings at military installations in Northern Virginia between Oct. and Nov. 2010. The shootings that took place at the U.S. Marine Corps Heritage Museum (twice), Pentagon, and two different military recruiting stations in overnight hours involved multiple 9mm rounds fired at each building. On June 17, Melaku attempted to flee law enforcement after he was spotted on the property of Arlington National Cemetery. During the pursuit, he dropped a backpack that contained numerous spent 9mm shell casings; four bags containing ammonium nitrate, and a spiral notebook with numerous Arabic statements referencing the Taliban, al Qaeda, Osama bin Laden, “The Path to Jihad.” Later that day, the FBI recovered a typed list in Melaku’s bedroom closet titled “Timer” that included nine items that are consistent with the requirements for an Improvised Explosive Device (IED). The FBI also found a videotape in Melaku’s bedroom that shows him in an automobile driving near what appears to be the U.S. Marine Corps Heritage Museum and repeatedly firing a handgun out the passenger-side window. Melaku allegedly made numerous statements on the video, including “That’s my target. That’s the military building. It’s going to be attacked,” and at the conclusion of multiple shots exclaiming “Allahu Akbar.” If convicted, Melaku could face more than 35 years in prison. 
Former Chairman of Mortgage Giant Sentenced to 30 Years 
In April we told you about Lee Bentley Farkas, the former chairman and owner of Taylor, Bean & Whitaker (TBW) a privately held mortgage company, who was found guilty of a fraud scheme that misappropriated billions of dollars. On June 30, Farkas was sentenced to 30 years in prison and ordered to forfeit approximately $38.5 million for his role in a more than $2.9 billion fraud scheme.  At one time, TBW was one of the largest privately held mortgage lending companies in the U.S. and Colonial Bank was one of the 25 largest banks in the U.S.  Farkas and his co-conspirators misappropriated more than $1.4 billion from Colonial Bank’s Mortgage Warehouse Lending Division in Orlando, Fla., and approximately $1.5 billion from Ocala Funding, a mortgage lending facility controlled by TBW.  Farkas and his co-conspirators misappropriated this money to, among other things, cover TBW’s operating expenses.  The fraud scheme contributed to the failures of Colonial Bank and TBW.
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WFO Welcomes Children of Fallen Law Enforcement Officers & Wounded Warriors
During the past two months, the staff of the Washington Field Office has welcomed both children of fallen law enforcement officers as part of National Police Week 2011 and wounded veterans with the Wounded Warrior Project.  As is tradition here at WFO, both groups were met by agents and staff in front of the building wearing FBI jackets, creating a “sea of blue” to show our support and appreciation.  WFO’s involvement with the Wounded Warrior project includes the hiring of two veterans as part of the Wounded Warrior hiring initiative. 
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