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SECTION V
The Chances of Lifetime Murder Victimization, 1997

Introduction

Defined in the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)
Handbook as the highest-ranking crime in the crime hier-
archy, murder generally is viewed by the public and law
enforcement alike as the most violent crime in the Nation.
Current statistics indicate that the murder rate in the
country declined for seven straight years to its lowest
level since 1967.  Despite national population increases,
there were fewer reported murders in 1998 (16,910) than
there were in 1971 (17,780).  (See Table 5.1.)  However,
perhaps due in part to exposure resulting from media
attention to high profile incidents such as school shoot-
ings and by political attention to gun-law reform, murder
is a topic that continues to capture national interest.

In light of that interest, the purpose of this study is to
investigate the statistical probability of being murdered.
Comparisons to a similar study conducted in 1978 are
used to illuminate changes in victimization characteristics
of age, sex, and race over the last nineteen years.1 Unlike
the traditional examination of murder statistics that often
focuses on murder rates (the number of persons out of
100,000 per population who are victims of murder), this
study focuses on victimization rates that express the prob-
ability that one out of a certain number of people could
become the victim of murder.

Data

This study, “The Chances of Lifetime Murder
Victimization, 1997” is based on a compilation of data
taken from the 1997 UCR Supplemental Homicide Report
(SHR),2 the finalized “United States Life Tables” for 1997
published by the National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS),3 and the 1997 United States population estimates
provided by the United States Bureau of the Census.4

The primary data for this study come from the 1997
SHR, which collects, in addition to UCR Summary data,
information on age, sex, and race of the victim when
there is an incident involving murder.  The SHR repre-
sents all age categories from ‘0’ to ‘99+’ and the four
race categories of White, Black, Asian or Pacific Islander,
and American Indian or Alaskan Native.  To make the
data comparable to the life expectancy statistics of the
NCHS, which distinguishes race only by Black and
White, the SHR Asian or Pacific Islander and American
Indian or Alaskan Native categories were combined to
create an “Other” race category.  Any unknown classifi-
cations in the SHR data were excluded from the study
(n=193).  Age-specific murder rates for 1997 and 1978
can be found in Appendices A and B at the end of this
study.

1 Yoshio Akiyama, Lifetime Victimization Rate by Murder, Uniform
Reporting Section, Presented to Director William H. Webster at the
First Semiannual Briefing on Crime, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
April 1978.

1960 179,323,175 5.1 9,110 1973 209,851,000 9.4 19,640 1986 241,077,000 8.6 20,610

1961 182,992,000 4.8 8,740 1974 211,392,000 9.8 20,710 1987 243,400,000 8.3 20,100

1962 185,771,000 4.6 8,530 1975 213,124,000 9.6 20,510 1988 245,807,000 8.4 20,680

1963 188,483,000 4.6 8,640 1976 214,659,000 8.8 18,780 1989 248,239,000 8.7 21,500

1964 191,141,000 4.9 9,360 1977 216,332,000 8.8 19,120 1990 248,709,873 9.4 23,440

1965 193,526,000 5.1 9,960 1978 218,059,000 9.0 19,560 1991 252,177,000 9.8 24,700

1966 195,576,000 5.6 11,040 1979 220,099,000 9.7 21,460 1992 255,082,000 9.3 23,760

1967 197,457,000 6.2 12,240 1980 225,349,264 10.2 23,040 1993 257,908,000 9.5 24,530

1968 199,399,000 6.9 13,800 1981 229,146,000 9.8 22,520 1994 260,341,000 9.0 23,330

1969 201,385,000 7.3 14,760 1982 231,534,000 9.1 21,010 1995 262,755,000 8.2 21,610

1970 203,235,298 7.9 16,000 1983 233,981,000 8.3 19,310 1996 265,284,000 7.4 19,650

1971 206,212,000 8.6 17,780 1984 236,158,000 7.9 18,690 1997 267,637,000 6.8 18,210

1972 208,230,000 9.0 18,670 1985 238,740,000 7.9 18,980 1998 270,296,000 6.3 16,910

Year Rate MurdersPopulation Year Rate MurdersPopulation Year Rate MurdersPopulation

Table 5.1

Total U.S. Population, Murder Rate, and Number of Murders by Year

2 The SHR is fully described in the Uniform Crime Reporting
Handbook.
3 Robert N. Anderson, “United States Life Tables, 1997,” National
Vital Statistics Reports, National Center for Health Statistics of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Vol. 47, No. 28,
December 1999, pp. 6-23.
4 United States Bureau of the Census Web Site at
http://www.census.gov.
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Population statistics, broken down by age, sex, and race
for 1997, were obtained from the United States Bureau of
the Census.  Also, as was the case with the SHR data, for
purposes of comparability the Asian or Pacific Islander
and American Indian or Alaskan Native race categories
were totaled to create an “Other” race category.

Life expectancy or survival data for 1997 were gath-
ered from the “United States Life Tables” (Life Tables)
published by the NCHS.  These tables provide a cross-
section of the mortality experiences of a hypothetical
cohort (based on a population of 100,000 people).  (See
Life Tables for discussion of  methodology.)5 In its Life
Tables the NCHS racially divides the population by only
White and Black.  The total population Life Tables (repre-
senting the national average) were used in computations
involving victimization chances for the Other category.
Prior to 1997, the NCHS computed life expectancy yearly
for age categories up to age 85, then aggregated all age
groups 85 and older.  In 1997, the NCHS used a new
methodology to compute life expectancies separating the
aggregated ages through age 99 into one-year categories.
Since, at the time of this study, the most recently
published Life Tables are those for 1997, this year was
used to define the study timeframe.

Methodology

Age-specific murder rates (Ra) were computed for each
age, sex, and race representing the number of victims per 

100,000 inhabitants of age ‘a’ who were murdered.  These
rates were then applied to the number of survivors for age
‘a’ using the Life Tables from the NCHS.  This produces
three groups of people per age group:  survivors (Sa),
murder victims (Ma), and those who died from causes
other than murder (Da).

The following equation expresses this relationship:

Sa-1 =Sa +M
a
+Da

Where     Ma = (Sa-1 * Ra)/100,000     Where

The cumulative total of murder victims for each age
group (M0 + M1 + M2 +...+ M99) represents the number of
expected murder victims over the lifetime for a hypothet-
ical cohort of 100,000 individuals who are born alive.
When the number of survivors in a particular age category
(Sa-1) is divided by this cumulative total (Ma + Ma+1 +...+
M99), the resulting number is the reciprocal odds ratio for
victimization likelihood.  Therefore, if the resulting
number is 50, then there is a 1 in 50 chance a person in
that category will be murdered.

Findings

The results of the study are found in Table 5.2 in which
murder victimization rates are broken down by specific
age categories.  This table shows that males are more
likely to be the victims of murder than females.  Blacks
show a higher probability of being murdered than their
White and Other counterparts who have nearly equivalent
victimization rates.

Age-specific murder rates shown in Appendix A indi-
cate that murder victimization ratios in 1997 peaked

5 Robert N. Anderson, “United States Life Tables, 1997,” National
Vital Statistics Reports, National Center for Health Statistics of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Vol. 47, No. 28,
December 1999, pp. 1-6.

0 240 155 553 410 280 794 68 40 199 407 288 709
5 248 158 595 426 288 848 69 41 213 424 296 764

10 250 159 603 429 289 859 70 41 216 429 298 787
15 252 160 614 433 291 874 70 41 219 436 302 799
20 291 186 674 488 330 957 81 48 239 523 370 909
25 381 250 789 600 413 1,106 110 66 282 623 457 992
30 487 328 921 730 513 1,263 145 89 337 742 568 1,095
35 620 422 1,133 895 632 1,520 191 117 427 853 678 1,184
40 786 536 1,418 1,092 769 1,843 251 154 558 1,014 823 1,373
45 998 684 1,751 1,336 951 2,177 332 202 741 1,169 931 1,647
50 1,287 889 2,177 1,670 1,197 2,646 440 268 959 1,524 1,315 1,964
55 1,610 1,125 2,610 2,079 1,513 3,150 554 313 1,158 1,805 1,572 2,345
60 2,033 1,434 3,162 2,610 1,927 3,782 679 411 1,397 2,242 2,079 2,782
65 2,556 1,857 3,661 3,138 2,410 4,175 898 538 1,801 2,846 3,235 3,064
70 3,117 2,335 4,157 3,734 3,025 4,522 1,106 631 2,335 3,118 3,755 3,461
75 3,918 3,043 4,836 4,639 3,874 5,322 1,362 800 2,436 3,829 6,595 3,938
80 4,653 3,603 5,567 5,333 4,380 6,068 1,697 993 2,756 5,814 N/A 5,511

Age U.S. Total Male Female White
White
Male

White 
Female

Black
Black
Male

Black
Female

Other
Other
Male

Other
Female

Table 5.2

Lifetime Victimization Rate of Murder (5 year)*

*Table shows only 80 years of age because the low number of U.S. citizens and murders occurring in age groups over the age of 80 may improperly inflate odd ratios and murder rates
and may not reflect the true nature of murder in these groups.

*Based on 1997 murder rates which may not remain constant over time.

*There were no reported murders for Other males aged 80 and older in 1997.



during the early- to mid-twenties for all categories.6

Compared to the 1978 study which shows murder rates
peaking during the mid- to upper-twenties, the age at
which murder probabilities peaked in 1997 shifted to a
slightly younger group.  (See Appendix B.)

A comparison of the 1978 study (Table 5.3) to the 1997
study demonstrates that, overall, chances of one becoming 

a murder victim in 1997 declined dramatically.  (See
Figures 5.3-5.6.)  In 1997, one person out of every 240 of
the total population would become the victim of a murder.
In contrast, in 1978, one out of every 157 people was
murdered.  Victimization rates declined faster in the Black
than in the White category and declined faster for males
than for females.  (See Figures 5.3 and 5.4.)  Because the
1978 study combined the Asian or Pacific Islander and
American Indian or Alaskan Native into the Other race
category, comparison to past counterparts could not be
made.

282

Using Tables 5.4a and 5.4b, the drop in murder victim-
ization can be seen by examining the difference in the
expected number of victims from 1978 to 1997.  These
tables show the number of people out of 100,000 who
were expected to be murder victims.  For example, the

tables indicate that for 1997, 358 out of 100,000 white
males were expected to be murder victims during their
lifetime.  The chances of victimization for all racial and
gender categories decreased.

As shown in Table 5.5, the victimization ratio for all
ages fell during the study’s timeframe.  Victimization
ratios for both sexes steadily declined until the age of 30
at which time the decrease became more dramatic when
compared with the victimization odds for the same group
in 1978.  In 1997, for people over 30, males were half as
likely and females one-third as likely to be murdered than
they were fifteen years previously—1 out of 328 down
from 1 out of 164 for men and 1 out of 921 down from 1
out of 601 for women.

The overall victimization odds for a white person
decreased from 1 out of 287 in 1978 to 1 out of 410 in
1997.  As with age, victimization differed between men

and women.  A white male’s likelihood for victimization
at birth was 1 out of 280 in 1997, a 50-percent decrease
on average from 1 out of 186 in 1978.  A white female’s
likelihood, at 1 out of 794 in 1997, showed only an
average 31 percent decrease from 1978, 1 out of 606.
The decrease in odds victimization for white females
showed the lowest change of all categories.

As demonstrated in Table 5.5, black victimization rates
showed the most dramatic trend of all racial categories.
In 1978, 1 out of every 48 of the Other category (the
majority of whom were black) could expect to be
murdered during the course of a  lifetime.  By 1997, the
rates changed to 1 out of every 68, a 50-percent decrease

0 157 110 373 287 186 606 48 29 124
10 160 110 392 289 187 628 48 28 129
20 172 116 428 311 199 701 50 30 139
30 242 164 601 429 275 957 71 41 205
40 365 255 837 626 407 1,342 112 66 315
50 602 444 1,247 1,044 683 2,049 185 114 468
60 1,021 846 1,717 1,869 1,262 2,958 337 225 666

Age U.S. Population Male Female White White Male White Female Other Total Other Male Other Female

Table 5.3

1978 Lifetime Victimization Rate By Murder (10 year)*

*As in Table 2, the numbers in these table cells indicate that 1 out of said number will be a victim of murder for the given age, race, and gender.

All Races 416 646 181
White 244 358 126
Black 1,474 2,488 504
Other 246 348 141

Both Sexes Male Female

Table 5.4a

Expected Number of Lifetime Murder Victims in 1997*

*From hypothetical cohort of 100,000.  (See page 279.)

All Races 636 912 268
White 349 538 165
Other 2,088 3,460 806

Both Sexes Male Female

Table 5.4b

Expected Number of Lifetime Murder Victims for 1978*

*From hypothetical cohort of 100,000.  (See page 279.)

6 Due to the low numbers of murders and low population occurring
in the Other category, some of the rates may be inflated and may
not accurately represent the true murder rate for the population.
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in the chance of murder victimization.  For black persons
over the age of 30, the rates decreased over 100 percent,
from 1 out of 71 to 1 out of 145.  For black persons over
the age of 50, at 1 out of 440 down from 1 out of 185 in
1978, the decline was even more dramatic—a 130 percent
decrease.

Data by race indicate that black males, with a victim-
ization ratio of 1 out of 40, were most likely to be
murdered in 1997.  Black females, with a victimization
ratio of 1 out of 199, were the next most likely to be
murdered.  Victimization chances for white males (1 out
of 280) and males in the Other category (1 out of 288)
were similar.  Females in the Other category were
murdered at rates of 1 out of 709 and white females were
murdered least often at rates of 1 out of 794.

Conclusion

In general, the age-specific murder rates and sharp
decline in victimization after the mid-twenties indicate
that from 1978 to 1997 the peak age for murder victimiza-
tion has shifted to a slightly younger age group.  It can
also be seen from this study that despite the fact that the
murder rate has reached a thirty-year low, there is still a
discrepancy in victimization between sex and race.  (See
Figures 5.1 and 5.2.)  In all categories, males are more
likely than females to be murdered.  Black males are the
most likely to be murder victims and white females the
least likely; however, if the current rates of decline were
to continue the chance of murder victimization could
neutralize and show no differences between sex and race.

0 53 41 48 43 50 31 41 39 60
10 56 44 54 48 55 37 45 46 67
20 69 60 57 57 66 37 62 58 72
30 101 100 53 70 86 32 105 116 64
40 115 110 69 74 89 37 124 134 77
50 114 100 75 60 75 29 138 135 105
60 99 70 84 40 53 28 102 83 110

Ave 87 75 63 56 68 33 88 87 79

Age U.S. Population Male Female White White Male White Female Other Total Other Male Other Female

Table 5.5

Percent Decrease in Lifetime Murder Victimization (1997 vs. 1978)
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0 6.14 7.21 5.02 4.47 5.81 3.06 14.41 14.55 14.26 4.53 4.47 4.60
1 3.53 3.37 3.69 2.26 2.01 2.52 10.36 10.76 9.95 2.80 3.68 1.90
2 2.08 2.11 2.00 1.16 1.03 1.23 6.52 7.99 5.01 2.84 1.87 3.83
3 1.41 1.68 1.12 1.02 1.16 0.88 3.89 5.01 2.74 0.00 0.00 0.00
4 0.81 0.59 1.04 0.55 0.56 0.53 2.39 0.94 3.88 0.00 0.00 0.00
5 0.62 0.83 0.41 0.35 0.55 0.13 1.89 1.86 1.92 0.91 1.78 0.00
6 0.49 0.43 0.56 0.34 0.43 0.26 1.11 0.62 1.61 0.93 0.00 1.91
7 0.40 0.29 0.51 0.22 0.12 0.32 1.09 0.93 1.26 0.49 0.00 1.01
8 0.48 0.52 0.44 0.44 0.47 0.42 0.66 0.65 0.67 0.52 1.02 0.00
9 0.51 0.55 0.47 0.39 0.32 0.47 1.11 1.87 0.32 0.49 0.00 1.02
10 0.36 0.40 0.32 0.33 0.32 0.34 0.49 0.96 0.00 0.51 0.00 1.05
11 0.50 0.77 0.22 0.46 0.77 0.14 0.51 0.67 0.35 0.51 0.99 0.00
12 0.63 0.62 0.65 0.37 0.26 0.48 2.04 2.35 1.73 0.50 0.98 0.00
13 1.07 1.26 0.88 0.54 0.66 0.42 3.35 3.83 2.87 1.95 2.89 0.99
14 1.88 2.65 1.07 0.99 1.28 0.68 6.82 10.05 3.48 0.48 0.94 0.00
15 3.82 5.88 1.65 2.03 2.79 1.21 12.75 20.80 4.39 4.40 8.66 0.00
16 8.05 13.26 2.49 4.06 6.50 1.44 28.02 47.74 7.35 10.07 15.85 4.10
17 11.09 18.85 2.75 5.54 9.05 1.74 39.60 69.70 8.02 8.70 15.09 2.08
18 15.36 25.81 4.26 7.65 12.28 2.69 56.38 100.78 10.89 8.05 7.96 8.14
19 16.15 27.88 3.75 7.17 10.93 3.15 64.47 121.10 7.56 7.72 14.28 1.11
20 17.44 29.66 4.47 8.44 13.96 2.50 66.63 117.69 15.41 7.74 14.22 1.12
21 17.41 30.57 3.41 8.54 13.84 2.82 67.81 128.30 7.24 5.91 10.58 1.09
22 15.91 26.46 4.77 7.78 12.16 3.08 64.43 115.58 14.23 5.40 7.47 3.28
23 16.60 28.20 4.47 7.33 11.67 2.72 71.42 130.43 14.80 3.19 5.28 1.07
24 15.59 26.04 4.80 7.17 11.00 3.12 63.36 116.02 13.72 9.31 15.82 2.92
25 13.97 23.81 3.89 6.53 10.68 2.19 56.67 103.85 12.52 6.49 10.33 2.74
26 12.72 20.92 4.50 6.28 9.69 2.80 52.28 92.93 14.81 3.53 6.32 0.86
27 11.90 20.09 3.66 6.18 10.25 2.00 46.39 82.60 13.13 8.89 14.56 3.47
28 10.28 16.86 3.69 5.99 9.39 2.51 38.87 68.90 11.39 3.97 7.24 0.96
29 9.21 15.56 2.83 5.29 8.55 1.95 33.07 60.74 8.01 3.60 5.60 1.74
30 10.69 16.95 4.47 6.26 9.51 2.95 40.04 68.93 14.34 3.35 5.99 0.92
31 9.02 13.64 4.44 4.57 6.54 2.56 36.82 60.60 15.57 3.78 4.92 2.73
32 8.83 13.70 3.99 5.33 7.93 2.68 31.79 54.28 11.91 4.19 5.78 2.70
33 8.51 13.09 3.99 4.92 6.95 2.86 31.97 55.43 11.45 4.70 8.77 0.91
34 8.20 12.58 3.81 4.88 7.14 2.57 30.34 51.45 11.53 2.20 4.48 0.00
35 8.22 12.21 4.24 4.75 6.73 2.73 31.21 51.37 13.22 3.23 3.77 2.71
36 7.35 10.81 3.90 4.19 5.92 2.44 29.36 47.60 13.42 3.31 4.87 1.84
37 6.98 10.35 3.62 4.53 6.57 2.46 23.46 37.57 10.97 4.18 5.77 2.69
38 7.53 11.41 3.70 4.51 6.49 2.51 27.77 47.67 10.29 5.64 7.48 3.94
39 5.28 7.85 2.70 2.88 4.04 1.70 21.52 34.87 9.51 3.21 5.66 0.89
40 6.07 8.99 3.17 3.68 5.44 1.90 21.73 35.44 9.59 3.82 3.97 3.68
41 6.17 9.38 3.03 3.72 5.47 1.96 24.31 40.02 10.65 1.95 3.08 0.93
42 5.85 9.43 2.33 3.52 5.57 1.47 22.52 39.13 8.00 2.05 3.22 0.98
43 5.39 8.07 2.79 3.49 5.23 1.75 19.81 31.69 9.53 2.55 2.18 2.88
44 4.87 7.12 2.65 3.20 4.77 1.62 16.65 25.30 9.01 3.91 3.56 4.21
45 5.62 9.07 2.25 4.03 6.44 1.62 17.63 29.63 7.36 3.49 7.47 0.00
46 4.76 6.92 2.68 3.04 4.16 1.93 17.66 29.33 7.89 2.98 5.11 1.12
47 4.62 7.42 1.92 2.90 4.65 1.16 16.35 27.81 6.77 5.16 8.58 2.15
48 4.74 7.12 2.46 2.86 4.04 1.70 18.95 33.97 6.52 5.34 5.74 5.00
49 4.25 6.03 2.52 3.18 4.19 2.19 12.33 20.95 5.01 4.25 6.47 2.29
50 3.62 5.55 1.76 2.40 3.52 1.29 14.16 24.65 5.47 4.02 5.69 2.54
51 3.60 5.81 1.50 2.50 3.94 1.10 13.23 23.96 4.53 1.59 3.35 0.00
52 3.93 5.72 2.25 3.46 5.07 1.91 8.78 13.35 5.09 0.85 0.00 1.61
53 3.51 5.47 1.67 2.96 4.25 1.72 9.61 19.17 1.92 0.00 0.00 0.00
54 2.82 4.42 1.30 1.78 2.92 0.68 10.77 18.67 4.40 5.40 5.73 5.10
55 2.92 5.08 0.91 1.95 3.15 0.81 10.20 22.07 0.66 2.95 2.08 3.73
56 3.44 5.46 1.58 2.71 4.21 1.30 9.75 16.96 4.28 2.12 4.45 0.00
57 3.06 4.69 1.55 2.23 3.48 1.06 8.05 12.83 4.30 3.23 6.82 0.00
58 2.49 3.37 1.68 1.86 2.53 1.24 8.58 12.01 5.92 1.25 2.65 0.00
59 3.36 4.71 2.13 2.73 3.72 1.80 8.29 13.96 3.88 3.39 2.40 4.27
60 2.73 5.08 0.64 1.89 3.61 0.32 9.54 17.76 3.35 3.74 7.99 0.00
61 2.71 4.05 1.50 1.60 2.61 0.66 11.95 16.34 8.68 2.67 5.79 0.00
62 2.93 4.55 1.48 2.03 2.95 1.19 10.34 20.86 2.57 2.71 2.98 2.49
63 2.44 3.73 1.28 1.86 2.88 0.92 7.50 13.65 2.83 1.46 0.00 2.65
64 2.13 3.48 0.95 1.30 2.00 0.67 9.31 17.12 3.44 1.41 3.24 0.00
65 2.21 3.23 1.34 1.79 2.55 1.12 4.93 9.34 1.71 3.04 0.00 5.37

Age U.S. Total Male Female White
White
Male

White
Female

Black
Black
Male

Black
Female

Other
Other
Male

Other
Female

Appendix A

1997 Age-Specific Murder Rates



287

66 2.15 3.37 1.11 1.44 2.48 0.54 8.14 10.46 6.34 0.00 0.00 0.00
67 2.22 3.72 0.93 1.67 2.84 0.65 7.35 12.46 3.63 1.65 3.89 0.00
68 1.96 3.38 0.78 1.45 2.64 0.44 7.52 12.12 4.06 0.00 0.00 0.00
69 2.00 3.33 0.93 1.57 2.45 0.85 6.40 12.26 2.03 1.77 4.27 0.00
70 2.16 3.04 1.45 1.59 2.33 0.99 7.26 11.74 4.12 3.75 0.00 6.52
71 2.46 3.95 1.30 2.02 3.00 1.24 7.22 14.38 2.23 2.02 4.73 0.00
72 1.85 3.06 0.90 1.50 2.27 0.89 5.75 12.23 1.22 2.03 4.80 0.00
73 1.96 2.89 1.25 1.65 2.13 1.29 5.48 11.90 1.30 2.29 5.45 0.00
74 2.40 4.05 1.18 2.00 2.89 1.33 7.77 19.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
75 1.92 1.90 1.93 1.44 1.29 1.56 7.22 10.06 5.34 2.62 0.00 4.53
76 1.63 2.17 1.24 1.30 1.36 1.26 6.25 13.59 1.47 0.00 0.00 0.00
77 2.10 3.85 0.86 1.77 3.29 0.69 6.55 12.12 3.05 0.00 0.00 0.00
78 2.05 3.39 1.15 1.51 2.28 0.99 9.01 18.78 3.19 0.00 0.00 0.00
79 1.56 2.29 1.09 1.28 1.61 1.06 2.10 5.58 0.00 11.57 18.07 6.73
80 1.74 3.31 0.75 1.41 2.59 0.66 6.52 14.78 2.02 0.00 0.00 0.00
81 2.18 2.62 1.92 1.85 2.00 1.75 7.34 12.59 4.52 0.00 0.00 0.00
82 2.69 2.91 2.56 2.12 1.59 2.43 9.51 23.18 2.41 5.57 0.00 9.62
83 2.12 3.64 1.28 1.94 3.62 1.01 5.14 5.21 5.11 0.00 0.00 0.00
84 1.30 1.90 0.99 1.30 2.10 0.88 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.33 0.00 10.96
85 2.53 3.30 2.15 1.73 3.10 1.04 14.52 7.25 18.17 0.00 0.00 0.00
86 3.41 2.81 3.69 3.15 2.48 3.46 7.71 8.24 7.47 0.00 0.00 0.00
87 2.26 3.34 1.78 2.04 2.96 1.63 5.63 9.10 4.08 0.00 0.00 0.00
88 2.86 6.41 1.36 2.35 4.43 1.48 10.11 33.56 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
89 2.49 2.92 2.32 2.44 2.17 2.55 3.76 13.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
90 2.01 4.90 0.92 1.48 2.74 1.01 8.72 30.95 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
91 2.82 1.54 3.27 3.12 1.73 3.60 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
92 2.35 3.74 1.88 2.62 4.26 2.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
93 1.79 4.92 0.79 2.00 5.60 0.87 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
94 0.77 0.00 1.00 0.86 0.00 1.11 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
95 4.18 4.59 4.06 3.50 0.00 4.49 12.72 48.71 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
96 2.46 5.66 1.57 1.42 6.77 0.00 11.58 0.00 15.60 0.00 0.00 0.00
97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

99+ 4.59 19.22 1.40 5.39 24.05 1.62 0.00 0.00 0.00 149.03 0.00 0.00

Age U.S. Total Male Female White
White
Male

White
Female

Black
Black
Male

Black
Female

Other
Other
Male

Other
Female

Appendix A

1997 Age-Specific Murder Rates — Continued



288

0 6.83 7.32 6.20 4.72 5.31 4.27 16.63 16.96 1.63
1 3.16 3.21 2.97 1.84 1.87 1.81 8.52 9.47 8.27
2 4.28 5.08 3.38 2.92 3.77 2.11 10.29 11.11 9.09
3 2.63 3.08 2.08 1.56 1.87 1.15 7.56 8.75 5.97
4 1.72 1.75 1.62 1.13 1.26 0.99 4.22 4.00 4.08
5 1.26 1.58 0.92 0.91 1.08 0.73 2.65 3.84 1.42
6 1.00 1.07 0.93 0.74 0.87 0.60 2.03 2.02 2.04
7 1.11 1.03 1.19 0.67 0.72 0.61 3.20 2.53 3.54
8 0.91 0.73 1.05 0.65 0.47 0.77 2.07 2.06 2.09
9 0.66 0.85 0.41 4.48 0.75 0.28 1.38 1.72 1.04
10 0.84 0.77 0.86 0.51 0.60 0.41 2.14 1.63 2.64
11 0.97 0.61 1.28 0.75 0.40 1.05 1.89 1.71 2.07
12 1.02 1.18 0.84 0.86 0.77 0.95 1.62 3.21 0.00
13 1.48 1.27 1.64 0.93 0.79 1.14 4.08 3.76 4.10
14 2.54 2.78 2.24 2.07 2.34 1.79 4.64 4.74 4.24
15 3.55 4.63 2.36 2.56 3.32 1.76 8.52 11.50 5.45
16 5.57 7.10 3.86 3.80 4.80 2.74 14.73 19.34 9.72
17 8.56 12.86 3.92 5.82 8.14 3.41 22.58 38.23 6.60
18 10.78 14.93 5.98 6.82 9.38 4.19 31.01 46.10 15.95
19 12.91 19.01 5.79 8.47 12.67 4.29 34.52 55.41 14.28
20 14.10 20.86 6.14 9.18 13.72 4.56 38.56 62.65 14.98
21 16.29 24.03 7.18 9.07 13.81 4.26 53.73 85.33 23.73
22 17.84 26.72 7.83 9.83 15.03 4.57 60.20 97.50 26.05
23 18.13 27.39 7.94 10.68 16.33 5.01 58.64 96.60 24.57
24 17.27 26.33 7.56 8.77 13.70 3.85 66.18 108.52 28.71
25 17.89 28.35 7.26 9.88 15.03 4.74 65.13 113.52 22.30
26 18.85 29.60 7.38 10.10 15.62 4.60 72.24 127.87 24.24
27 18.66 30.01 6.77 9.75 16.04 3.50 70.61 123.17 25.54
28 18.97 29.11 8.35 11.04 16.65 5.44 67.81 116.90 25.98
29 16.30 26.73 5.57 9.59 15.83 3.38 57.72 103.27 18.72
30 15.65 24.60 6.36 8.04 12.29 3.77 63.08 110.52 22.26
31 12.85 20.39 4.97 7.43 11.15 3.68 53.16 98.46 14.28
32 17.58 27.79 7.04 9.93 15.44 4.34 67.13 118.51 23.71
33 14.35 23.83 4.80 8.39 13.79 3.04 52.47 96.36 15.50
34 14.02 21.94 6.02 6.91 10.28 3.62 59.78 106.39 20.87
35 14.20 23.42 4.88 8.33 13.75 3.02 55.92 101.21 18.18
36 12.94 20.76 5.09 7.85 12.02 3.79 46.62 86.36 13.36
37 14.16 23.37 5.00 7.44 12.44 2.59 57.79 104.08 20.00
38 15.50 25.72 5.34 9.16 15.66 2.91 56.67 101.45 20.00
39 13.46 20.85 6.06 8.01 11.81 4.36 49.66 89.55 16.86
40 15.69 25.43 6.13 9.12 13.91 4.50 59.93 112.78 16.46
41 12.09 19.38 5.02 6.82 10.41 3.35 47.40 87.59 15.09
42 14.27 22.27 6.36 9.35 14.40 4.47 47.36 82.03 18.47
43 12.10 18.97 5.33 7.54 11.44 3.74 42.30 74.61 15.38
44 10.56 17.26 4.01 6.56 10.67 2.69 36.52 65.11 12.33
45 12.10 20.03 4.40 8.04 13.01 3.26 38.54 70.45 11.61
46 10.45 17.25 3.81 6.09 9.54 2.74 41.11 76.00 10.34
47 10.32 15.97 4.68 7.11 10.35 4.07 32.96 59.84 8.90
48 8.93 14.86 3.19 5.85 8.92 2.91 30.27 59.12 4.45
49 9.29 15.55 3.27 6.70 10.81 2.77 28.41 53.17 6.20
50 11.68 19.84 3.89 7.74 12.51 3.19 41.94 79.83 8.39
51 7.81 12.35 3.46 5.08 7.69 2.61 29.11 51.23 9.28
52 9.41 15.51 3.66 5.98 9.92 2.39 36.09 62.60 13.28
53 7.72 13.23 2.55 4.80 8.51 1.34 31.17 53.27 11.42
54 8.13 12.74 3.82 5.72 8.65 3.00 28.16 49.55 9.84
55 8.26 13.96 2.96 5.29 8.33 2.49 33.06 64.03 6.06
56 7.20 12.35 2.38 4.75 7.82 1.92 29.00 55.14 6.50
57 7.19 11.84 2.82 4.85 7.73 2.19 28.18 49.51 8.47
58 7.01 12.01 2.46 5.01 8.51 1.90 23.43 41.96 6.25
59 6.06 9.67 2.71 3.49 5.13 2.11 29.12 52.08 8.18
60 6.32 11.01 2.01 3.96 6.82 1.38 28.80 52.94 7.07
61 7.04 11.67 2.80 5.59 8.85 2.65 21.51 41.02 4.25
62 6.54 9.94 3.33 4.30 6.76 2.11 28.23 42.85 15.05
63 5.44 8.94 2.29 4.37 7.08 1.99 14.91 26.82 5.05
64 5.77 8.74 3.13 3.86 6.14 2.02 22.77 33.33 13.13
65 5.74 9.00 2.93 4.25 6.23 2.72 17.36 33.73 4.67

Age U.S. Total Male Female White White Male White Female Other Total Other Male Other Female
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66 4.95 8.13 2.27 3.76 5.67 2.19 14.51 29.62 2.88
67 5.30 9.23 2.08 3.83 6.42 1.66 15.84 30.68 4.38
68 4.81 7.27 2.79 3.33 5.06 2.09 15.46 24.70 8.25
69 4.57 8.07 1.90 3.02 5.86 0.86 18.18 28.35 10.34
70 5.04 8.45 2.47 2.96 5.19 1.29 24.28 39.34 12.65
71 3.16 4.33 2.30 2.65 3.80 1.81 7.75 9.80 6.15
72 5.26 7.82 3.26 4.38 6.36 3.10 12.84 20.40 5.08
73 4.74 6.89 3.05 3.79 5.36 2.53 13.86 21.27 7.27
74 4.40 6.80 2.55 3.24 4.95 2.05 162.85 27.77 6.97
75 4.93 7.07 3.29 3.32 4.39 2.60 22.22 37.50 10.25
76 5.57 6.26 4.93 4.07 4.51 4.00 22.80 28.00 18.75
77 4.95 6.38 4.05 3.76 5.42 2.73 15.78 14.70 16.66
78 5.88 7.98 4.38 3.90 4.27 3.90 24.65 40.00 10.00
79 4.32 5.03 3.67 3.89 5.06 3.20 7.84 9.52 6.66
80 5.52 7.11 4.35 4.57 6.31 3.59 14.89 21.05 10.71
81 2.92 1.89 3.50 2.42 1.56 2.91 6.38 5.26 7.14
82 5.31 7.03 4.10 4.46 6.14 3.57 12.24 20.00 6.89
83 4.58 6.04 3.80 3.15 3.06 3.19 17.02 31.57 6.89
84 4.75 5.09 4.57 3.55 4.22 3.21 15.00 13.33 16.00

85+ 4.21 5.08 3.49 3.53 4.91 3.78 8.52 8.97 8.27

Age U.S. Total Male Female White White Male White Female Other Total Other Male Other Female
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